10  December  1941 


1.  Hatter  for  the  conclusion  of  the  agreement  between 
Japan,  Germany,  and  Italy  regarding  the  waging  of  a 
common  war  against  U.S.A.  and  the  United  Kingdom,  non¬ 
separate  peace  and  collaboration  for  the  establishment 
of  the  new  order. 

The  meeting  was  opened  at  5 s 35  P*M.,  December  10th,  1941 

(16th  year  of  SHOWA)  (Wednesday)  In  the  Imperial  presence. 

Members  who  were  present: 

HARA.  the  Chairman 
SUZUKI,  the  Vice-Chairman 


Ministers: 

TOJO,  Prime  Minister,  concurrently  Home  Minister 

and  War  Minister.  No.  % 

HASHIDA,  Education  Minister  No.  6 

INO,  Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry,  con¬ 
currently  Overseas  Minister  No.  7 

KOIZUMI,  Welfare  Minister  No.  8 

IWAMURA,  Minister  of  Justice  No.  9 

SHIM ADA,  Naval  Minister  No.  10 

TOGO,  Foreign  Minister  No.  11 

TERASHIMA,  Communication  Minister  No.  12 

KAYA,  Finance  Minister  No.  13 

KISHI,  Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industry  No.  14 
HATTA,  Transportation  Minister  No.  15 

Councillors: 


ISHII 

ARIMA 

KUBOTA 

ISHIZUKA 

SHIMIZU 

MINAMI 

NARA 

ARAKI 

MATSU I 

SUGAVARA 
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No.  28 
No.  29 
No.  30 
No.  31 
No.  32 
No.  34 
No.  35 


No.  39 


Absentees: 


The  Inperlal  Princes: 

YORIHITO,  the  Imperial  Prince 
NOBUHITO,  the  Imperial  Prince 
TAKAHITO,  the  Imperial  Prlnoe 
KOTOHITO,  the  Imperial  Prince 

The  Councillors: 

KANEKO 

UANO 


No.  1 
No.  2 
No.  3 
No.  4 


flo.  17 
No.  33 


Members  of  the  Committee: 

SUZUKI,  the  President  of  the  Planning  Board 
MORIIAMA,  the  President  of  the  Legislative  Bureau 
SAKAMOTO,  the  Director  of  the  European  and 
Asiatic  Bureau  in  the  Foreign  Ministry 
MATSUMOTO,  the  Director  of  the  Treaty  Bureau  in 
the  Foreign  Ministry 


Reporter': 


SUZUKI,  the  Chief  of  the  Inquiry  Committee 


The  Chief  Secretary: 


H0RIS„  the  Chief  Secretary 


The  Secretaries: 


MOROHASHI,  the  Secretary 
TAKATSUJI,  the  Secretary 
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The  Chairman  (HARA) : 


The  meeting  will  now  be  opened. 


I  will  offer  the  subject  for  discussion  "the  matter 
for  the  conclusion  of  the  agreement  between  Japan, 


Germany,  and  Italy  pertaining  to  the  waging  of  the 
common  war  against  U.S.A.  and  the  United  Kingdom, 


non-separate  peace  and  collaboration  for  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  the  new  order."  The  first  reading  will 
be  open,  omitting  the  reading,  and  the  Chief  of  the 
Inquiry  Committee  shall  report  Immediately. 


The  Reporter  (SUZUKI): 


With  regard  to  the  matter  for  the  conclusion  of  the 
agreement  between  Japan,  Germany,  and  Italy  pertain¬ 
ing  to  the  waging  of  the  common  war  against  U.S.A. 
and  the  United  Kingdom,  non- separate  peace  and  colla¬ 
boration  for  the  establishment  of  new  order,  which  is 
submitted  for  discussion  at  this  time,  I  and  all  the 
members  present  have  been  appointed  members  of  the 
Inquiry  Committee  today.  So  we  opened  a  meeting  of 
the  Committee  Immediately  and  listened  to  the  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  ministers  and  the  authorities  concerned 
to  Investigate  the  matter  carefully.  In  addition,  as 
the  matter  Is  of  urgent  need,  and  there  was  no  time 
to  Issue  the  report  of  the  investigation,  I  would 
like  to  request  your  full  understanding. 


IrM 


.  «  *  ^ 


According  to  the  explanation  of  the  ministers  con¬ 
cerned,  as  soon  as  the  difficult  situation  to  con¬ 
clude  the  negotiation  between  Japan  and  the  United 
States: was  known,  the  Imperial  Government  fathomed  the 
attitude  of  Germany  and  Italy  and  ascertained  their 


attitude  of  Germany  and  Italy  and  ascertained  their 
Intention  beforehand,  considering  the  occasion  of 
emergency  when  there  might  be  a  conflict  between  Japan 
and  the  United  States.  And  then  when  the  situation 
between  Japan  and  the  United  States  became  more  and 
more  threatening,  the  Imperial  Government  proposed  to 
the  German  and  the  Italian  Governments  a  draft  of  the 
agreement  pertaining  to  non-separate  peace  between 
Japan,  Germany,  and  Italy,  and  opened  a  negotiation 
to  conclude  this  agreement.  But,  due  to  the  decla¬ 
ration  of  war  against  the  United  States  of  America 
and  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  8th  of  this  month,  the 
Imperial  Government  notified  the  German  and  the 
Italian  Governments  without  delay,  and  proposed  at 


j 
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the  same  time  that  Japan  would  expect  prompt  partial* 
pation  In  the  war  by  both  powers.  Then,  as  both  the 
governments  replied  to  the  proposal  that  they  had  no 
objection  to  participating  in  the  war  and  concluding 
the  agreement  pertaining  to  non-separate  peace,  the 
Imperial  Government  repeated  the  negotiation  on  the 
basis  of  the  draft  proposed  by  the  German  Government, 
until  the  negotiation  was  settled  to  decide  the  defi¬ 
nite  plan. 

fell,  the  outline  of  the  draft  of  this  agreement  it 
as  follows:  * 

The  draft  states  in  the  preamble  that  the  three 
governments,  Japanese.  German,  and  Italian,  would 
conclude  the  agreement  with  firm  resolution  not  to 
lay  down  arms  until  the  common  war  against  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom  would  have  been 
achieved  completely.  Then  it  provides  in  the  text 
that  the  Three  Powers,  Japan,  Germany,  and  Italy, 
would  wage  war,  forced  by  the  United  States  of  Amerloa 
and  the  United  Kingdom,  with  all  available  measures 
until  the  war  would  have  been  achieved  with  complete 
viotory,  that  the  Three  Powers,  Japan.  Germany,  and 
Italy,  without  mutual  complete  understanding,  would 
promise  not  to  suspend  hostilities  or  to  make  peace 
with  either  the  United  States  of  America  or  the  United 
Kingdom,  that  the  Three  Powers,  Japan,  Germany,  and 
Italy,  would  collaborate  with  the  utmost  intimacy 
after  the  war  terminated  in  victory  in  order  to  esta- 
bllsh  a  righteous  new  order  in  the  significance  of 
the  Three-Powers-Pact  which  was  concluded  on  Septem¬ 
ber  27th  in  SHOWA  15  (1940),  and  that  this  agreement 
would  be  carried  into  effect  soon  after  the  signa¬ 
ture,  and  be  valid  for  the  same  period  as  the  Three- 
Powers-Pact,  and  the  powers  concerned  would  arrive  at 
an  understanding  concerning  the  forthcoming  forms  of 
collaboration  at  the  proper  time  before  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  the  term  of  validity. 

We  consider  that  this  matter  alms  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  agreement  between  Japan,  Germany,  and  Italy 
pertaining  to  the  waging  of  the  common  war  against 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  Kingdom, 
non-separate  peace,  and  collaboration  of  the  esta¬ 
blishment  of  a  new  order  after  the  war.  It  will  be 
said  to  be  a  proper  step  due  to  the  present  situation 
of  the  Japanese  Empire  and  we  find  no  obstacle  In  any 


I 


i 


article.  We  have  all  unanimously  decided  that  this 
bill  would  be  passed  without  modification. 

The  result  of  the  investigation  is  the  above-men¬ 
tioned. 

% 

Chairman  (HARA) : 

I 

As  there's  no  movement,  1  wish  to  omit  the  second 
reading  and  so  forth,  and  take  an  immediate  vote. 
Those  who  support  this  bill  please  rise. 

(All  the  members  stood  up.) 

Chairman  (HARA): 

The  bill  has  been  decided  unanimously. 

We  close  today's  meeting. 

The  Smperor  retired. 

(Closed  at  5:42  P.U.) 

Chairman  HARA,  Yoshlmlehi 

Chief  Secretary  HORIB,  Sueo 

Secretary  UOROHASHI,  Yusuru 

TAKATSUJI,  Hasaml 


With  firm  resolution  not  to  lay  down  arms  until  the 
common  war  against  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
United  Kingdom  will  be  brought  to  a  glorious  victory,  the 
Japanese  Government,  the  German  Government  and  the 
Italian  Government  have  concluded  the  following  articles: 

Article  1 

Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  will  wage  common  war  com¬ 
pelled  by  the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United 
Kingdom  with  all  available  measures,  until  the  war  will 
come  to  complete  victory.  '  k  •  1 
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Article  2 


Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  will  agrae  neither  to  suspend 
hostilities  nor  to  make  peace  with  either  the  United 
States  of  America  or  with  the  United  Kingdom  without  com¬ 
plete  mutual  understanding. 

Article  3 

Japan,  Germany  and  Italy  will  collaborate  with  utmost 
intimacy  after  the  victorious  termination  of  war  for  the 
purpose  of  establishing  a  righteous  new  order  in  the  true 
significance  of  the  Three-Powers-Pact  concluded  on  Septem¬ 
ber  27,  1940.  r 

Article  4 

This  agreement  will  come  into  force  soon  after  the 
signature  and  remain  in  force  as  long  as  the  Three-Powers- 
_Pac£*ds  valid.  The  Three  Powers  that  concluded  this  pact 
will  attain,  at  proper  time  before  the  term  of  validity 
will  elapse,  mutual  understanding  over  the  forthcoming 
forms  of  collaboration  which  were  foreseen  in  Article  3 
of  this  agreement. 

In  evidence  thereof,  the  undersigned  Invested  from 
their  Governments  full  powers  have,  added  our  signatures 
and  seals  to  this  agreement. 

Three  kinds  of  texts  were  made  in  Berlin  in  Japanese. 
Oerman  and  Italian  on  December  of  8H0VA  16  (1941), 

on  Deoember  of  the  Fascist  Calendar.  -20 • 


dr  A  dr>t  ,$t y, .  /  y  (f.Q^ 
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